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HHE deplorable State of the Kingdom of Ireland, and the juſt apprehenſions 

Re of a new Maſſacre from the Papiſts there, have forced many thouſands of 

Rr Families to fly over into Exglazd; who coming away on the ſudden, and 

Þ) being obliged to abandon their Houſes and Eftates, that they might have 

= their Lives for a Prey, are reduced to the greateſt Straits imaginable ; ma- 

7 ny of them wanting the neceſſary Supports of Life, and not a few thou- 

ſands who ſome Months ago liv'd in great Plenty, are now upon the point of Starving, 
if they are not ſpeedily and vigorouſly reliey'd ;, Beſides that great Numbers are daily 
coming over,and like to doo as long as the Kingdomect /re/and continues in this diſtreſſed 
Condition. This hath wrought ſo much on the Charity and Piery of their Majeſties, that 
they have iſſued out their Letters Patents for a General Colleion over the whole Kingdom, 
of which a Copy is herewith ſent you. And we who are among many others appointed 
by the Brief to take care of the Execution of it, have thought it incumbent on us to write 
to you, (No way doubting of yqur great Zeal for carrying on {o good and ſo neceſſary a 
Charity) to Move you to ule all poſſible Care and Diligence for the Advancement of it ; 
Hoping you will repreſent to the People, that as theſe our Diſtreſſed Brethren are driven 
from their Houſes and Poſſeſſions by the Enemies both of our Religion and Country ; So if 
we have any Regard either to the Name of an Exgliſh-man, or a Proteſtant, We muſt be 
deeply affobted with their Miſery. It is not long ſince we our ſelves had the dreadful 


Proſpett of being forced to abandon our Country, and of chooſing a Voluntary: Exile. 
But God of his great Mercy hath preſerved us from thoſe Miſeries, into which he has 
ſuffer'd theſe our Brethren and Country-men to fall. We hope therefore you will en- 
deavour moſt ml to perſwade your reſpe&tive Charges, to ſhew that Liberal Cha- 


rity to their diſtreſſed fellow-Chriftians upon this great Occaſion, which they would have 
wiſhed Others would have ſhewan to them, if themſelves had fallen into the like Calami- 
ty; and that they will ſtir up all Men to conſider what a grateful Acknowledgment it 
will be to Almighty God, who has deliver'd us from the Hands of our Enemies, to ſhew 
a moſt extraordinary Compaſſion to thoſe who are fallen into this great Diſtreſs; And 
how juſtly ſuch as can harden themſelves againſt ſuch ObjeAs, may expe to fall under 
Extreme Miſery, and to find none to pity them. And in particular we do deſire that 
every Miniſter after the reading of the Brief, will alſo read this Letter to his Congrega- 
tion: And that on the Sunday before he begins to gather this Charity, he will at the 
Concluſion of his Sermon earneſtly exhort his Pariſhioners to an extraordinary Liberality 
ſuitable to the preſſing Neceſſities of {o great a Number, in ſo great a Diſtreſs. And 
all this We moſt earneſtly. recommend to your Care, not doubring but you will ſo far 
charge your own Confciencgs with it, as becomes Men of your Holy Profeſſion. And 
We think fit to acquaint you that for the Publick Satisfaftion there will be Printed and 
Publiſhed an exact Account of the Monies that are gathered in every Arch-deaconry, and 
every Pariſh thereof, together with an Account of the Diſtribution of all the Montes that 
are received upon this Brief Atteſted by the Commiſſioners therein mentioned. We are 


Your Loving Friends, 
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Gi. Sarum, (Frmnel. 


